
 

 

 

 Cherokee National Forest 
2800 Ocoee Street N. 

Cleveland, TN 37312 

Web: http://fs.usda.gov/cherokee 

                                                                                     News Release 
                                                                                                                          Media Contact: (423) 476-9729 

                                                                                                                                                    Terry McDonald 

                          Total Fire Ban for Cherokee National Forest   

CLEVELAND, TENN (November 11, 2016) –  The U.S. Forest Service is implementing a TOTAL FIRE BAN for the 

Cherokee National Forest in east Tennessee due to the extremely dry conditions, very high fire danger, and little chance 

of rain in the immediate forecast. 

 Beginning November 11, 2016, the following restrictions are in place for the entire Cherokee National Forest until 

further notice:  

1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, charcoal, or stove fire inside or outside developed recreation 
sites. 36 CFR 261.52(a) 

2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, or developed recreation site, or while stopped in an area 
at least three (3) feet in diameter that is barren or cleared of all flammable material. 36 CFR 261 52(d) 

 

o The use of portable lanterns, stoves or heating equipment that utilize gas or pressurized liquid fuel is allowed.  

This updated order expands the restrictions issued on October 29, 2016, to include restrictions in developed recreation 

areas and smoking in Cherokee National Forest.   

 Cherokee National Forest Supervisor, JaSal Morris said, “The total fire ban was necessary because of current conditions 

and the potential for wild fires.  I want to remind national forest visitors that this ban applies to all areas of the Cherokee 

National Forest, including developed recreation areas.  Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.”  

Everyone has a part to play in preventing wildfires. For fire prevention tips, go to:  

https://smokeybear.com/en/prevention-how-tos. 

 National Forest visitors are asked to obey all state and federal fire related laws and regulations.  If you see 
smoke or suspicious activity contact local fire or law enforcement authorities immediately!  
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A total fire ban applies to the entire Cherokee National Forest – outlined with green line. 
 

 
 

This fire ban applies to the entire Cherokee National Forest, including developed recreation 
areas. 
 

 


